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PROPERTY TAX CREDITS 


How to fund 
$1.1 billion 


tax plan isnt 
addressed 


Farmers, ranchers, others 
voice need for bill; sponsor 
leaves paying for it for later 


By MARTHA STODDARD 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — Questions about 
how to pay the $1.1 billion price for 
a major property tax proposal took 
center stage at a legislative hear- 
ing Thursday. 

Supporters of Legislative Bill 
829 said those questions can be ad- 
dressed later, while property tax- 
payers need help now. 

Many were like Kenneth Rhoad- 
es, a Keith County agricultural 
producer, who told members of the 
Revenue Committee that his prop- 
erty taxes have grown to the point 
that they are now his largest ex- 
pense. Taxes on agricultural land 
have soared as land prices climbed 
over the last decade. 

“Nobody worried about how we 
were going to pay,” he said. 

But opponents said the bill 
would force Nebraska to make 
“massive” increases in other taxes 
and “devastating” cuts in needed 
government services. 

Jim Greisch, speaking for the 
Greater Omaha and Lincoln Cham- 
bers of Commerce, said all taxes, 
not just property taxes, are too 
high in Nebraska. He argued that 
raising sales and income taxes 
would harm the state’s economic 
growth. 

“LB 829 is not just the wrong 
answer, it is the worst possible an- 
swer,” he said. 

Neither Gov. Pete Rick- 
etts nor a representative of his 
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MORE IN MIDLANDS 


A senator sees a bump stock ban 
as one way to reduce gun violence. 


Judge gets 
reprimand 
for accepting 
drunken plea 


Due process concerns are 
raised following ruling by 
Judge Lawrence Barrett 


By Kevin Coe 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


A Douglas County judge has 
received a public reprimand for 
allowing an intoxicated woman to 
enter a plea in court. 

Judge Lawrence Barrett “knew 
or reasonably should have known 
defendant was probably too intox- 
icated to enter a competent, know- 
ing, and voluntary guilty plea,” 
according to a decision filed this 
week by the Nebraska Judicial 
Qualifications Commission, which 
reviews judges’ conduct. 

Barrett, the commission said, 
“could have and should have made 
additional reasonable inquiry, 
which inquiry would have verified 
that defendant was not competent 
to enter a plea.” 

This is the seventh public rep- 
rimand that the commission has 
handed out since 2006. The com- 
mission also can censure a judge, 
suspend a judge without pay for 
up to six months or remove a judge 
from office. 

Barrett did not return a mes- 
sage seeking comment Thursday 
afternoon. 

In late 2016, Sarah E. Carr was 
arrested in Lincoln on suspicion 
of driving drunk. Officers said her 
blood-alcohol content was over 
0.15. Because of that, she was ac- 
cused of violating the probation 
term she had been given for reck- 
less driving and was scheduled to 
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High-tech tools take detective 
work to the next level 


By ALIA CONLEY 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Gone are the days of strictly 
old-school detective work. 

Omaha police can now collect 
more DNA from cold-case ev- 
idence and analyze data from 
smart watches, homes and vehi- 
cles. 

The department also may ac- 
quire software allowing detec- 
tives to walk through a crime 
scene in virtual reality so they 
can examine angles, search for 
clues and see a witness’s view- 
point. 

While detectives have been 
able to search cellphones and 
swab for DNA for years, tech- 
nology for both electronic and 
physical forensics has advanced 
even further — securing solid ev- 
idence that can aid law enforce- 
ment in solving crimes. 

“It helps us identify potential 
suspects, and then once they’re 
identified, it helps us build a con- 
crete case against them,” said 
Omaha Police Officer Nick Her- 
fordt, who analyzes electronics. 

Herfordt went through the 
cellphones that investigators 
found in a 2015 double homicide. 
A witness had told police that a 
“nerdy white guy” fatally shot 
two men. 

Herfordt noticed that one vic- 
tim recently had taken multiple 


DNA-gathering vacuum and 
3-D laser scanner are among 


Omaha police’s set of gadgets 


KENT SIEVERS/THE WORLD-HERALD 


William Henningsen of the Omaha police 


forensic investigations unit holds a laser 


scanner, which can capture images from 


a crime scene (or the exterior of Police 
Headquarters, at top) and produce a 3-D 


representation of it. The police unit might 


soon get a drone to map larger areas. 


pictures of himself in a hotel 
bathroom. 

Who was in the corner of one 
of the photos? A nerdy-looking 
white guy. 

Herfordt looked up the GPS 
information embedded in the 
photo. Investigators then called 
the hotel in Indiana and got the 
name of the man who rented the 
room — Michael Nolt. Herfordt 
then tracked Nolt’s cellphone, 
which led investigators to Arizo- 
na, where Nolt was arrested. Last 
year, Nolt was sentenced to life 
in prison for the murders of Are- 
lius Hassell and Malquan King. 

Last spring, the department 
paid about $28,000 for a special 
sterile wet vacuum that can grab 
five to 200 times more DNA than 
normal cotton-swab collection. 

The device, known as the 
M-Vac, works especially well on 
such porous surfaces as stone, 
brick and rock, or years-old 
clothing that contains a scant 
amount of DNA. Extracting DNA 
from such items used to be near- 
ly impossible. 

So far, the M-Vac has been 
used on evidence in three un- 
solved homicides, said Detective 
Dave Schneider. Results from 
those items are pending. 

The Nebraska State Patrol pur- 
chased an M-Vac in the fall using 
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Bench’s energy fuels NU 


Husker hoops’ “bigtime” cheers 
come from courtside, Lee 
Barfknecht writes. Sports 


Trump reportedly moved 
to fire Mueller in June 


New York Times. 
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Who will grab a Grammy? 


Kevin Coffey predicts the artists 
who will (and should) claim gold 
this weekend. Living 


Weather 


High: 50 Low: 27 
Partly sunny 
Details: 6B 
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The president backed off 
when his White House 
counsel threatened to quit 


THE WASHINGTON Post 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump sought the firing of 
Robert Mueller last June, short- 
ly after the special counsel took 
over the investigation into Russian 
interference in the 2016 election, 
and he backed off only after White 
House counsel Donald McGahn 
threatened to resign over the 
move. 

The extraordinary showdown 
was confirmed by two people fa- 
miliar with the episode, which was 
first reported Thursday by the 


McGahn did not deliver his res- 
ignation threat directly to Trump 
but was serious about his threat to 
leave, according to a person famil- 
iar with the episode. 

The president’s effort came in 
the weeks after Mueller’s appoint- 
ment last May to lead the probe 
into Trump’s campaign and wheth- 
er it coordinated with Russian at- 
tempts to tilt the election. 

Mueller was tapped for the role 
by Deputy Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein after Trump fired FBI 
Director James Comey. 

Mueller’s probe has quickly ex- 
panded to include an exploration 
of whether Trump has attempted 
to obstruct the ongoing investiga- 
tion. 
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